
Minutes of the Regular meeting of the

Board of Adjustment

Tuesday, August 28, 2007

1:00 p.m.

Vice-chairman McNary called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Nancy McNary, Vice-chairman

Bob Cameron, Seated Alternate


Mary Ann Dotson (entered late)

Harvey Jacques
Vicki Smith, Seated Alternate




Stephen Webber 


Chuck Watkins, Council Liaison
Also Present:
Mike Egan, Legal Counsel

Teresa Reed, Zoning Administrator



Sheila Spicer, Community Development Technician, Recording Secretary

Absent:
Werner Maringer, Chairman

Fred Noble, Alternate
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mr. Webber asked that Discuss Standard Motion and Findings of Fact be added as item B. under Old Business.
Mr. Webber made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Mr. Jacques seconded the motion and all were in favor.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Vice-chairman McNary, referencing a statement she made at the previous meeting and recorded in the minutes, stated that the provision in the Zoning Regulations that allows the Board to ask for updates on previous rulings is in the conditional uses section, not in the variances section as she thought.
Mr. Webber made a motion seconded by Ms. Smith to approve the minutes of the July 24, 2007 meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

None
OLD BUSINESS

(A)
Discussion with Legal Counsel Concerning Registering of Variances and Conditional Use Permits

Ms. Reed stated it had come to her attention that several municipalities require variances and conditional use permits be registered with the Register of Deeds Office. She had asked that Mr. Egan give an opinion on whether this is something Lake Lure should require. She pointed out that Clint Calhoun, the Town’s Environmental Control Officer, has indicated that he can add this information to the Town’s Geographic Information System (GIS) and this will allow staff to track this information internally. Ms. Reed stated that Mr. Calhoun has already begun adding this information to the Town’s GIS. 

Mr. Egan stated that it is possible to format variances so that they can be recorded with the register of deeds office; however, this is not a practice that he would recommend. He pointed out that property lawyers are not required to locate any zoning issues while performing a title search. He also pointed out that conditional use permits can be amended at any time and this would be difficult to track through the Register of Deeds Office. Mr. Egan recommended that variances and conditional use permits be recorded internally on the Town’s GIS, as the staff would have more control of the information. 

After further discussion, Vice-chairman McNary asked that staff provide an update on the progress of the GIS in a couple of months.  
(B) 
Discuss Standard Motion and Findings of Fact
Mr. Webber reminded the Board that they had voted at the April meeting to adopt a trial process for the May, June, and July Board of Adjustment meetings to not vote on individual findings of fact and use a standard motion provided by Mr. Egan, then vote in August to keep this process or go back to the original one. 
Mr. Webber made a motion to adopt the new procedure permanently. Mr. Cameron seconded the motion and all were in favor.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Webber made a motion seconded by Ms. Smith to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. 

ATTEST:






__________________________________________






Werner Maringer, Chairman
__________________________________________

Sheila Spicer, Recording Secretary
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